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By Rowland Ewms and Robert Novak

WASHINGTON.
After nearly nine months of trial balloons ar
'speculation, it is now cleéar that -President Johnson
:.cholce for Vice-President would be Sen. Eugene Mg

€arthy, of Minnesota—if, that is, the President had
Aruly ﬂce’hand
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weratic party leaders and workers is not McCarthy byt
‘his colleague from Minnesota: Sen. Hubert Humphre
Paradoxically, Mr. Johnson's elimination of Robelf
;F. Kennedy as a possibility—intended to free the Pre}
: ident’s hand-—actually tends to restrict his choice. Witk
 the Attgrmey General out, Kennedy New Frontiersm
.hoppnd on the Humphrey bandwagon to create a potegd:
‘Goalition including most party leaders outside the Sout}.
L Of . course, none gqf these‘ party leaders is goi
1o defect to Barry Goldwater because both Bobby Ke
¥edy and Hubert Humphrey are passed over, but t
President would face the threat of dampened enthusias
‘by party workers.
: 1s this. risk worth takmg’ These are McCarthy
"qualifications from the. President’s" standpoint:
X Compatability: Johnson ‘and McCarthy, old ar
rclose friends, get along easily together. The taut-nerve
ihxgh -strung Texan feels comfortable in the presence df
ithe _smooth-as- buttek Minnesotan.
“Past ]oyahy McCarthy was an 'LBJ man in 19
when John F. Kennedy and Lyndon B. Johnson foug
Jfor the Presidential nomination. Actually, McCarth
.placed the name of Adlai E. Stevenson in nominatiofi
with an electrifying speech at the Los Angeles. converf
tion. Bul this fitted the Johnson strategy of trying tp|U
stop Kennedy with a Stevenson stalking horse.
Southern cxposure: McCarthy is perfectly accept-
able throughout the South—thé one section where Hum
phrey is unacceptable ‘to party leaders.

But McCarthy’s most important qualifxcatioo is les
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Vice-President that Mr. Johnson was to President Ken
nedy—unobtrusive, lqulet, handlinz on1y| those dutie1

v It is an cnormous “if.” Johnqon s freedom is limit4d
Jin the sense that the overwhelming choice of Demgp]

Ifort.s\bly fill such a subdued- role.

leaders, for instance, Humphrey held forth at some
length on the best way to handle Barry Goldwater on'
. the civil rights - question. Although they might have.!
ibeen imagining it, some 'breakfasters perceived an,
'annoyed scowl cross Mr. Johnson's facc at this time.
i~ McCarthy’s real obstacles on his path to Vice-:
iPresidency are outside, not inside, the White House—~
,pdrtlcularly within organized ‘labor. ’
: AFL-CIO President George Meany has made hlﬂ own |
neulrahfy clear 10 McCarthy's <uppotters But Meany

Jabor stalwari as a House member, has taken a con~
servanvo turn since his election lo the Senale in 1958,. i
| Walter Reuther, of the Unitéd Auto Workers, has:
;been particularly upset by the prospect of a Johnson-!
‘McCarthy tickef. Accordingly, he arranged a meeting.i
| two weeks ago with David Dubinsky, of the: Ladies |
Garment Workers Union, and Alex Rosc, of the Hatters §

o lUmon, the two bosses of New' ‘York's Liberal party. |

They agreed that Mr. Johnson should be told labor ¢
favors either Bob Kennedy (biefore his elimination by‘

)| the President, that is) or Humphrey—implicitly vetoingi!l

McCarthy. But they cannot aflvertise their preference '
for Humphrdy too loudly without torpedoing 'hls efforts
to. pick up business stipport.

" Nor can McCarthy boast important support w1thm
| party ranks. A month ago, he flew to Los Angeles for a-
' private conference with Jesse (Big Daddy) Unruh,|
powerful ‘speaker of the Caljfornia State Assembly.
Unruh quickly informed McCaithy that his choice': was‘
Hobby Kennedy, and McCarthy returned East with.

o 4»-.—.

In cantrast, Humphrey has a personal following |

that is older, broader and more' devoted than Mr. John.!

son's own. But considering the President'l - g0, _thls

could prove as much a curse as a blessing. RS L I
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i+ It is questionable whether the ebul]ient Humphrey,’
‘ideas radiating from him at a furious clip, could com-;
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At a recent White House break{ast of (‘ongressional*

ican't control labor leaders who grumble that McCarthy, ak

empty arms. He has yet to land a big oné’ like Um‘uh.. !

.mzned himt PN ! v F.u. F '\’-“‘ Wal
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